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C l u b   

o f  R y e  

I expect there will be more weeds but I 
am OK with that. If they get out of 
hand, can we talk about strategies then? 
Some “weeds” mixed in are ok and provide 
needed diversity in an ecosystem. For ex-
ample, clover and vetch are members of the 
pea family and fix nitrogen into the soil 
naturally. Patches of these or individual 
plants mixed in should be tolerated as they 
contribute to the overall health of the soil. 
Others, like dandelion, are best hand-
pulled. But if a weed becomes too much of 
a problem, you can aerate the area and re-
seed. There is also a corn-gluten product 
out there that can be spread in a particular 
area early in the spring, which will prevent 
weed seeds from germinating. 

Do you use ground blowers or the back-
pack type blowers in the spring? The big 
rolling blowers are very powerful and an-
gled to hit the ground very low. They blow 
off the top layer of dirt and organic matter 
(exactly what you are trying to build up) 
and can expose too much of the roots to air 
and they can dry out. Backpack blowers are 
not great but they are better because the 
nozzle is further away from the soil level. 

I’m going to re-set my irrigation system 
to water less often but for longer. If you 
use an irrigation system, you should water 
once or twice a week but water well. This 
encourages deep root growth creating har-
dier plants that are drought and pathogen 
resistant. In this area, we rarely need to run 
irrigation systems until the summer. 

 
 

Y o u r  b u s i n e s s  t a g  l i n e  h e r e .  

 
How to Talk to 

your  

Lawn Care  
Professional 

Expect to hear: 
“Your lawn won’t be as green. It will 
look patchy.” 

This is true and it will be especially true 
the first year as you wean your yard off its 
chemical diet. But it should be green 
enough to look tidy and will look better 
each year. Most importantly, it will be a 
safer place for your kids and pets to roll 
around. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It will be expensive to remove the 
weeds by hand.” 

There really shouldn’t be that much hand 
weeding that needs to happen. 

“I don’t have the equipment.” 

Well, this is where the business is moving 
and there are lots of contractors out there 
that do have the proper equipment and 
know-how. 



 the soil and promote strong root 
growth. 

 

 

So.....you have decided to try to 
reduce your carbon footprint, keep 
your family healthy, and help alleviate 
the next big algae bloom by building 
your soil health and banning chemical 
fertilizer and insecticides in your yard. 
But you like your lawn service. Or the 
thought of finding a new yard service 
is daunting. Or, your spouse doesn’t 
share your enthusiasm so it’s up to 
you to talk to your contractor. Below 
are some talking points and 
anticipated counter-arguments to 
boost your confidence as you begin 
the discussions with your yard service. 

The main goal is: 

To boost the health and vitality of the 
soil to promote a good lawn and 
productive flower garden beds while 
reducing the contaminants from 
chemical fertilizer and pesticide. 

To that end: 

Tell your contractor that you want to 
cease putting anything synthetic on 
your lawn or in your beds unless you 
give prior approval to combat a 
specific problem (and even most yard 
problems can be solved without 
resorting to conventional methods). 
You want his service to do everything 
it can to build up microorganisms in  
the soil and promote strong root 
growth. 

 

Can you mulch the leaves when the leaf 
drop is not too heavy  and leave them in 
place to feed the lawn? It’s the same prin-
ciple at work. The leaves provide nutrients 
and a layer of organic matter, which feeds 
the soil as they decompose over time. This 
should be done instead of blowing the 
leaves and carting away when Fall is start-
ing and towards the end. This might not be 
sufficient when the leaves come down en 
masse.  

Should we aerate? You might need to have  
your lawn aerated annually to keep the soil 
from getting compacted.  This improves 
drainage and creates air pockets in the soil, 
which the microorganisms need. This 
equipment can be  rented by the day and 
even many small services have one. After 
aerating, re-seeding might need to be done 
in spots to thicken the turf. 

If we need an application of fertilizer, 
can you please use an organic brand? 
There are lots out there to choose from. 
However, please remember that “healthy 
does not come in a bag.” Organic fertilizers 
are better but excess use can still build the 
nitrogen in your soil to unhealthy levels 
which will leach into the storm water and 
ultimately into the Sound. Also, bone meal 
and rock phosphate might need to be 
spread to promote root growth when you 
are first transitioning away from chemical 
application. 

 

QUESTIONS TO ASK: 

 

How high are you mowing? Mower blades 
should be set at 3-3 1/2” allowing the grass to 
shade its own roots, conserve moisture, and 
choke out weeds. This should also allow clo-
ver and some other ground covers to flower, 
which your bees and pollinators will appreci-
ate. 

 

Can you mulch and leave the grass clip-
pings? Letting the grass clipping stay on the 
lawn provide nitrogen back into the soil as 
the clippings decompose. This might require 
a mower that has a mulching function but 
most mowers these days do have some fea-
ture like this.  The healthiest and least ex-
pensive fertilizer for grass is grass. 



 

 


